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2023 SESSION: GEORGIA FAMILIES
BUDGET AND LEGISLATIVE HIGHLIGHTS

An estimated 8.9 million family households live across the state of Georgia, of which 58.5% are headed by a
married couple, 19.8% by single females, and 6% by single males®. There are about 2.5 million youth living in
the state? with more than 1.7 million of them educated in Georgia public schools®. Annually, an average of
125,562 babies are born in Georgia®.

Support for Georgia’s children and families spans across multiple state agency budgets and policy areas. During
the 2023 Legislative Session, the General Assembly passed many pieces of legislation to support Georgia’s
families through education, child welfare, health, and other resources. Budget and legislative highlights
include:

Criminal Justice Support

e  The Amended FY 2023 budget (HB 18) provides $8 million in new state funds to the Criminal Justice
Coordinating Council (CJCC) for the Georgia Crime Victims Emergency Fund to remain solvent due to
lower than normal collections of probation fees and $4.5 million in FY 2024 (HB 19) to maintain the
operations of the fund. The fund is used to provide up to $25,000 in compensation for expenses, loss of
income, or support to victims of violent crime.

e The General Assembly provides $2.4 million in one-time funds in HB 18 for domestic violence shelters for
security upgrades. Security funds can be used for safety training for staff, agency safety assessments, or
upgrades such as lighting, security systems, privacy fences, and bulletproof windows. An additional S4
million in one-time funds is provided to domestic violence shelters and sexual assault centers to offset the
loss of federal grant funds.

e Within the Department of Human Services, the Safe Harbor for Sexually Exploited Children Fund
Commission receives an additional $3.4 million to assist in the rehabilitation of victims of sexual
trafficking.

e  The General Assembly provides $5.4 million to GBI for the creation of a cold case specialty unit. The unit
will consist of one special agent in charge, two assistant special agents in charge, 10 special agents, two
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criminal intelligence analysts, two digital forensic investigators, two administrative assistants, and
operating expenses related to the unit. There are over 600 unsolved cold cases under the GBI’s purview,
and dedicated staff coupled with today’s technology has the potential to bring decades-old cases to a
resolution for many Georgia families. Local law enforcement agencies are also encouraged to ask the GBI
for assistance on all local cases, including the new cold case unit.

e  SB 42 (Sen. Mike Hodges, 3") revises the penalty for businesses violating the requirement that businesses
post signage making people aware of the human trafficking hotline. A law enforcement officer is required
to notify a business of its noncompliance, and the owner is required to comply within 30 days of receipt
of the notice. Currently, the punishment is discretionary, although the bill changes it to mandatory.
Further, the fine is revised from being a maximum fine of $500 to instead be between $500 and $1,000.
Upon a second or subsequent offense, it is still a high and aggravated misdemeanor, but the bill clarifies
that the fine is between $1,000 and $5,000. Currently, that fine is listed as a maximum of $5,000 without
a minimum.

e  SB 84 (Sen. Chuck Hufstetler, 52") requires an investment advisor or a person in a supervisory,
compliance, or legal capacity for a broker or investment advisor who has reasonable cause to believe that
the financial exploitation of an eligible adult, either a person at least 65 years old or an adult who is
mentally or physically incapacitated, has Alzheimer's disease, or has dementia, to promptly notify the
Secretary of State of pertinent information relevant to the financial exploitation. The qualified individual
may also notify any third party previously designated by the eligible adult, provided that third party is not
the suspect in the alleged financial exploitation. The investment advisor may delay a disbursement from
the eligible adult's account if there is reasonable cause to believe financial exploitation is occurring, but
must notify within two business days after the delay the Secretary of State and all non-suspect parties
authorized to transact business on the account. The advisor must also conduct an internal review and
report results to the Secretary of State within seven business days of the requested disbursement. No
investment advisor will be subject to administrative or civil liability by exercising good faith and
reasonable care in delaying a disbursement or failing to notify an eligible adult.

Education

e The FY 2024 budget fully funds the Quality Basic Education (QBE) program, totaling $13.1 billion in state
funds; the most state funds ever provided to K-12 education. The QBE funding formula has been fully
funded the last five out of six years. The Amended FY 2023 budget provides $128.2 million to the
Department of Education (DOE) for the Quality Basic Education (QBE) midterm adjustment to reflect an
increase in 12,939 students (or 0.75%) over last year.

e HB 18 includes $115.7 million in school security grants in the amount of $50,000 per school, allowing local
school systems flexibility in allocating funds system-wide to enhance security. This grant is similar to the
$30,000 provided to each school in Amended FY 2019, which funded reinforced entrances, security
cameras, electronic locks, call buttons, metal detectors, gates, and radio systems

e The school nutrition program in the Department of Education receives $6.3 million in the FY 2024 budget
to provide for the cost of breakfast and lunch for reduced-paying students. These funds will provide more
than 17 million meals at no cost to low-income public school children.
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e HB 19 includes $1 million in matching funds to allow the Department of Early Care and Learning (DECAL) to
draw additional federal Child Care and Development Funds (CCDF) to provide child care assistance to low-
income families.

e The FY 2024 budget includes $14 million in lottery funds to increase Pre-K classroom operations and
ensure private providers are able to fully fund Pre-K lead teacher salaries at 100%.

e The Amended FY 2023 budget includes $2.5 million for a state match for a new character education
program grant at $50,000 per school, administered by the Department of Education.

e The FY 2024 budget provides an additional $50,000 for feminine hygiene grants to school systems due to
inflation and an increase in student population. The total funding for feminine hygiene grants is $1.5
million, which is provided to school systems with low property tax wealth and a high percentage of
economically-disadvantaged students.

e The General Assembly provides the Department of Education with $3.5 million for required dyslexia
screening, pursuant to SB 48 (2019 Session).

e Inthe FY 2024 budget, Communities in Schools receives an additional $262,000, recognizing additional
county participation and a per-affiliate increase. Communities in Schools supports students academically
and non-academically to improve student attendance, behavior, academic performance, retention, and
graduation.

e HB 402 (Rep. Scott Hilton, 48th) creates the 'Edna Mae McGovern Act' and amends 0.C.G.A. 20-2-779.3 to
require each public school to provide parents or students over 18 years of age with information on water
safety education. At the beginning of each school year, the school will provide information to promote
safety in, on, and around bodies of water. This may include information on local water safety courses and
swim lessons.

e HB 440 (Rep. Doug Stoner, 40™) allows public and private schools to stock a supply of glucagon, and
permits prescribers to provide such medication to schools.

e HB 538 (Rep. Bethany Ballard, 147th) creates the 'Georgia Early Literacy Act' to implement the science of
reading in Georgia. School systems will be required to teach high-quality instructional materials approved
by the State Board of Education in grades kindergarten through third grade. The Department of Education
must develop and provide training to kindergarten through third grade teachers on the science of reading
so teacher have the skills and knowledge to teach young students to read. Students across the state will
take a universal reading screener assessment to monitor their progress in foundational literacy skills
multiple times a year. The Department of Early Care and Learning must require teachers in all programs
licensed or commissioned by the department to receive training on developmentally appropriate evidence
based literacy instruction by July, 1 2025.

Higher Education

e The FY 2024 budget provides an additional $50.2 million in lottery funds to bring the factor rate for HOPE
Scholarships at public schools and HOPE grants up to 100% of the previous year’s tuition. With this change,
all institutions will see an increase in the factor rate, thereby providing financial relief to every student that
currently receives HOPE scholarships.

e The General Assembly appropriates $16.8 million in lottery funds to increase the Zell Miller Scholarship for
private schools for a full-time student taking 12 hours of courses from $2,977 to $3,100 and to bring the
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HOPE Scholarship for private schools to 100% of the Zell award, increasing that amount from $2,282 to
$3,100.

e HB 19 includes a total of $12 million in lottery funds for the College Completion Grant program to reflect
expanded eligibility and an increased maximum award amount of $3,500, based on changes made in HB
249 (2023 Session). The College Completion Grant program provides needs-based financial aid to eligible
students who reach established completion benchmarks.

e The FY 2024 budget directs the Georgia Student Finance Commission to utilize reserve funds to increase
the Tuition Equalization Grant annual award amount from $900 to $1,000. Tuition Equalization grants are
provided to eligible students attending private institutions throughout the state and were awarded to over
24,000 students in 2022.

e HB 19 provides $955,830 to establish Inclusive Postsecondary Education (IPSE) grants at the Georgia
Student Finance Commission, pursuant to HB 185 (2023 Session). The IPSE grant provides tuition and fees
for students with intellectual and developmental disabilities who are currently enrolled in the program at
postsecondary institutions across the state. In the Department of Behavioral Health and Developmental
Disabilities, the IPSE program receives $100,000 in the Amended FY 2023 budget for technology
infrastructure and environmental adaptations for enrolled students and $200,000 in the FY 2024 budget
for service expansion.

e HB 249 (Rep. Chuck Martin, 49'") provides College Completion Grant eligibility to students who have
completed 70% of a four-year program or 45% of a two-year program. The maximum award amount per
eligible student is set at $3,500, with no single payment exceeding $2,500. The bill provides free tuition for
specified training programs that relate to the operation of a commercial motor vehicle for qualified
participants who are U.S. armed forces veterans.

e SB 86 (Sen. Matt Brass, 28th) allows eligible dual enrollment students to access HOPE grant funds for
eligible career, technical, and agricultural education (CTAE) courses. The bill requires reporting of specified
information relating to the dual enrollment program.

e SB 246 (Sen. Mike Hodges, 3rd) provides for the establishment of Inclusive Postsecondary Education (IPSE)
grants. The grants would be awarded to eligible Georgia students enrolled on or before July 1, 2028, in
authorized IPSE programs at qualified postsecondary institutions in an amount equal to the current
academic year undergraduate tuition at each student's qualified institution. Eligible students may also
receive an additional IPSE grant to cover certain fees. The bill authorizes the Georgia Board of Health Care
Workforce to provide for the repayment of up to $100,000 in student loans for eligible recipients serving
as faculty members in eligible postsecondary nursing programs in this state.

Foster Family Support

e Inthe FY 2024 budget, the court appointed special advocates (CASA) program receives $750,000 for
enhanced statewide capacity.

e The General Assembly provides $10 million in Amended FY 2023 and S5 million in FY 2024 to provide
alternative housing options for youth with complex needs in Division of Family and Children Services care.
Additionally, $15.2 million is appropriated for Child Caring Institutions to cover the loss federal Foster Care
Title IV-E funds.

4|Page

Prepared by: Amber Mack, Sara Arroyo, Molly Aziz,
Cortney George, Brian Heinze, and Brock Perry
April 24, 2023


https://www.legis.ga.gov/legislation/64032
https://www.legis.ga.gov/legislation/63965
https://www.legis.ga.gov/legislation/64799

HB 460 (Rep. Mandi Ballinger, 23™) provides a right to counsel for a child who is the subject of a
legitimation petition and a child who is party to a hearing to determine whether continuation or
termination of a temporary guardianship is in the best interests of a child. Custodians or guardians who are
subject to a sworn complaint or affidavit and any other respondent to a dependency proceeding have the
right to an attorney at all stages of the dependency proceedings. A child receiving extended care youth
services from the Division of Family and Children Services is provided a right to counsel for all stages of
dependency proceedings. The bill requires that affidavits or sworn complaints only be used when a child is
taken into custody under exceptional circumstances. A trial court can appoint an attorney for a child at all
stages of proceedings for extended care youth services. The child will be provided notice of their right to
an attorney and be given the opportunity to: use; waive the right; obtain an attorney of their choice; or
obtain the court-appointed attorney at the court's discretion.

SB 131 (Sen. Blake Tillery, 19'") Section 1 requires a guardianship petition hearing to be conducted in
accordance with 0.C.G.A. 29-2-18. Section 2 adds requirements to the process of serving individuals
related to a child who was adjudicated as a dependent child, and any other parties who appear to the
court as proper or necessary to the proceeding. Section 3 makes a conviction of a parent for murder or
voluntary manslaughter of the other parent a mandatory basis for removing a child from the parent who
was convicted. Section 4 allows the court to exercise its discretion when determining the custody of a child
and one parent was indicted for the offense of murder or voluntary manslaughter of the other parent.

SB 133 (Sen. Brian Strickland, 17t") clarifies procedures for when children are to be placed into the foster
care system under the custody of the Division of Family and Children Services (DFCS), including through a
child in need of services (CHINS) proceeding and a proceeding involving the disposition of a dependent
child. In a CHINS proceeding, a juvenile court must comply with the law related to a dual designation of a
child, and it must hear or consider certain information, including what services have been provided to the
child; what services are available to the child that could allow the child to remain in his or her home; what
efforts have been made to secure placement of the child other than in the custody of DFCS; and whether a
child protective services report was made. The court must also comply with Title 15, Chapter 11, Article 3,
prior to placing a child in the custody of DFCS on a nonemergency basis or in the absence of exceptional
circumstances based on evidence provided at a disposition hearing. Once a child has been ordered into the
custody of DFCS, the juvenile court must conduct a preliminary protective hearing within 72 hours after
the placement. All parties to the CHINS case must provide copies of medical, psychological, and
educational assessments, and reports of the child or the child's parent or guardian to DFCS within 72 hours
after the ordering of custody. In a disposition of a dependent child, a juvenile court must comply with the
law related to a dual designation of a child, and it must hear or consider certain information, including
what services have been provided to the child; what efforts have been made to secure placement of the
child other than in the custody of DFCS; and whether a child protective services report was made. The
court must also comply with Title 15, Chapter 11, Article 3, prior to placing a child in the custody of DFCS
on a nonemergency basis or in the absence of exceptional circumstances based on evidence provided at a
disposition hearing. Once a child has been ordered into the custody of DFCS, the juvenile court must
conduct a preliminary protective hearing within 72 hours after the placement. All parties to the case must
provide copies of medical, psychological, and educational assessments, and reports of the child or the
child's parent or guardian to DFCS within 72 hours after the ordering of custody.
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e SB 135 (Sen. Kay Kirkpatrick, 32") clarifies that when genetic testing is required by court order, testing
must be of a type reasonably relied upon by experts in that field and conducted by a laboratory accredited
by either the AABB (formerly known as the American Association of Blood Banks) or an accrediting body
designated by the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services. Results of genetic testing, including the
statistical likelihood of the alleged parent's parentage, are admitted into evidence without foundational
testimony or other proof of accuracy, unless a party objects in writing at least 30 days prior to a hearing at
which the results may be introduced into evidence. The bill makes results of required genetic testing self-
authenticating and admissible into any civil actions as long as documentation from the laboratory contains
the following chain of custody information: the name and photograph of each individual that was tested;
the name of the individual who collected the test result; the place and date each result was collected; the
name of the person who received the result in the laboratory; and the date the result was received.

e SB 216 (Sen. Matt Brass, 28™) amends references to "babysitter" in 0.C.G.A. 49-5-8.1, related to short-
term babysitting of a child in foster care, to instead say "respite care", which the bill defines as occasional
or short-term relief for a caregiver by a person or entity.

Family Health and Support

e The General Assembly adds 500 slots to the New Options Waiver (NOW) and Comprehensive Supports
Waiver Program (COMP) for individuals with intellectual and developmental with an appropriation of $9.4
million. The FY 2024 budget also includes $578,150 to support those living with intellectual and
developmental disabilities and their families with other services, including advocacy and referral linkage.

e HB 19 appropriates $1.6 million to support the behavioral health needs of children and adolescents across
the state.

¢ Inthe Department of Public Health, the General Assembly provides $1.7 million to establish a pilot
program pursuant to SB 106 (2023 Session) to provide home visiting in at-risk and underserved rural
communities during pregnancy and early childhood to improve birth outcomes, reduce preterm deliveries,
and decrease infant and maternal mortality. HB 19 also provides $150,000 for feminine hygiene products
for low-income clients at community organizations.

e The FY 2024 budget promotes additional access to health care by providing $500,000 for two new federally
qualified health center start-up grants; $950,000 for Mercy Care Atlanta to address the large patient
volume after the Atlanta Medical Center closure; and $500,000 for charity clinics statewide.

e HB 129 (Rep. Soo Hong, 103" expands the eligibility criteria for temporary assistance for needy families
(TANF) to pregnant women.

e SB 46 (Sen. Chuck Hufstetler, 52™) requires that a pregnant woman be tested for HIV and syphilis by their
prenatal provider at their first prenatal visit, at 28-32 weeks gestation, and at delivery. The patient will
have the option to opt out of such testing.

e SB65 (Sen. Ben Watson, 1%) allows the state to establish a state-based healthcare exchange.

e SB 106 (Sen. Larry Walker llI, 20%") creates a Medicaid program to provide remote maternal health clinical
services to women with high-risk pregnancies and creates a home-visiting pilot program through the
Department of Public Health.
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